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_ ADVERTISEMENT. © 


. of the Clergy to tubeim this Diſcourſe was . | 
originally addreſſed, and Others to whom it has 
been occaſimally communicated, having thought that 
the Publication of it might be of Service to the 
Cauſe of Religion, The Author, after ſome Hæſi- 
tation, has given it up to that Service, whatevers 
by the Bleſſing of Gov, it may be. The reſt of his 
Concern for theſe Papers is, that they may appear to 
be in ſome Agreement with the Station and Charac- 
ter to which He has been promoted by the Favour of 
aur Met Reverend Metropolitan; whoſe great 
Name it would hardly be decent to connect with a 
Performance every way {o inconjiderable, if the Na- 
ture of the Author's Obligations to that moſt honoured 
” Prelate would allow him to ſuppreſs his grateful | 
* Achnnoledgmont of them on the firſt public Occaſion | 
given, without imcurring the juſt Reproach of a | 

criminal Inſenſibility, 2 
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CHARGE, &c 


REVEREND BRETHREN! 


E are apprized by many prophetic 
Notices in the New Teſtament, 
that the Degrees of Credit and In- 
flucnce; which the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion would have in the World, 
would be very different at different Periods of the 
Difpenſation. 


Ove bleited Saviour prepared his Apoſtles to 
expect this Variety in the Succeſs of his own and 
their Miniſtry very early ; and at the fame time 
accounted for it in his Explanation of the Parable 
of the Sower *; ſuggeſting the ſeveral Occatiors 
and Motives on which many, who had beard ond 
received the Word with Fey at the firſt, would at- 
terwards fall away, and be diverted, ſome from 
the Practice, and others from the Proſeſnion of 
if. | | | | 


Non was this to be the Caſe with a few, and 
thoſe inconſiderable Individuals only. The De- 
faction is elſewhere repreſented as very general, 
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Becauſe, ſays our Lord, Iniquity ſhall abound, the 
Love of Many ball wax cold. 


Ox other Occaſions the ſincere and perſevering 
Diſciples are ſpoken of as a ſmall and ſelect Num- 
ber; Two or three, -A little Flack, and the like; 
which Expreſſions plainly import that the Unbe- 
lievers and Diſobedient (at leaſt in the Times to 
which theſe Diſcourſes refer) would be a large 
Majority. 


Tus Times are fixed by Commentators, with 


| a pretty general Agreement, to the Interval be- 


tween the Accompliſhment of our Saviour's Mi- 
niſtry on Earth, and the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
Some of theſe Warnings however, ſeem to look 
beyond this Period : And, among others, that im- 
plied in the Queſtion, Mhen the Son of Man 


_ cometh, ſhall he find Faith in the Earth? © 


IF it ſhould be aſked, why our Lord was not 
clear and explicit in a Matter of this Impor- 


tance; that is to ſay, clear and explicit in pointing 


out the exact Times and Occaſions of this falling 
away ; He anſwers for himſelf, that He had many 
things te ſay to his Diſciples, but they could not bear 
them "THEN *: And thts, for a very obvious Rea- 
fon, was as likely to be one of thoſe things, as any 
other whatever. 


Bur when he had ſent the Comforter, —The Spi- 
rit of Truth, to guide them into all Truth, and to 
ſtrengthen them under every diſcouraging Proſpect 
which concerned cither the Courſe and Progreſs of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation in general, or their own 

Mi- 
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Miniſtry in particular, it then became ſeaſonable 
for them to ſpeak of theſe future Events with more 
Particularity. 


ACCORDINGLY, the Apoſtles warn the ſeveral 
Churches in which they planted the Goſpel, that 
grievous Wolves ſhould enter in, not ſparing the 
Flock That beſides ſome who were to be Stran- 
gers, and not of their Communion, others would 
ariſe from among themſelves, ſpeaking perverſe 
things * : Some would openly cauſe Diviſions and 
Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which they had 
learned; whilſt others would privily bring in damn- 


able Hereſies 5. 


AND as there was to be a Difference in the Cha- 
yatters, ſo alſo in the Views of theſe falſe Teachers. 
Some would affect Popularity, and be ambitious 
to diſtinguiſh themſclves by drawing away a Num- 
ber of Diſciples after them", Others, thro" Cove- 
touſneſs would make Merchandiſe * of their Proſe- 
iytes. 


To theſe ſeveral Purpoſes would they adapt their 
Conduct and Inſtructions ; exhibiting, as the Com- 
piexion of the Times and Genius of the People 
gave Occaſion, Signs and lying Wonders * ; inter- 
mixing, Fables | with the ord of Truth; invent- 
ing nero Doctrines and Commandments, forbidding 
to marry, and commanding ts abflain from Meats u; 
and at length preſuming to ſtrike at the very Root 
of the Chriſtian Faith, denying the Lord that banght 
them, and deriding thoſe who looked to have the 
Promiſe of his Coming fulfilled o. 

A 2 How 
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How the Body of the People would be affected 


and influenced by theſe Attempts, is alſo plainly 


fortetold. Some of them would mt endure ſound 
Dodlrine ?; Others would be perplexed and intan- 
gled in doubtful Aueſtions and Diſputations u; Many 
would turn away their Ears from the Truth, and 
liften to Fables", with fewer Scruples and leſs He- 
ſitation; and, following the pernicious T/Yays of 
their Seducers, would openly ſpeak evil of the lu ay 
of Truth *. 


Tr is farther obſervable, that all this was not to 
happen at one Seaſon or upon one Occaſion only; 
ſome of this Miſchief had crept in* during the Mi- 
niſtry of the Apoſtles themſelves; more of it, they 
propheſy, would ariſe after their Departure“; ſome 
Sorts of Peril and Apoſtaſy would be defer'd to 
later Times *, and ſome to the very laſt 7. 


FROM theſe Circumſtances laid together it ap- 
pears, that a continual Succeſſion of falſe Teachers 
and falſe Doctrines is predicted, from the firſt 
Eftabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church to its final 


Conſummation; and conſequently that theſe Pro- 


pheſics belong to us and to our Children as well as 


to our Fathers ; the Apoſtles intending by them to 
warn all future Generations, that, in different 


States of the World, and from different Cauſes, 


there would be great Variety in, what one may 
call, the Fortunes of * 


Most of ths Paſſages here refer'd to, and many 


on. that _ be added to'them, are indeed, 
upon 
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on the whole, unpromiſing to the Succeſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion; and it is moreover declared 
that evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe *: Yet Reaſon and Common Senſe, as well as 
the fulleſt Aſſurances from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
that the Chriſtian Church ſhall, in none of theſc 
Difficulties and Perils, be utterly forſaken *, lead us 
to explain theſe Predictions, by what we know 
muſt be, and by what, in fact, has been the Caſe; 
namely, that ſome of theſe Times and Circum- 
ſtances would be worſe than others, and that the 
Goſpel of Chriſt would have more or Jeſs Regard, 
Reputation and Influence, juſt as its Adverſaries 
abounded or decreaſed at different Periods, and in 


— 


different Places. 


Ir would ſignify little, Reverend Brethren, to 
have theſe Warnings left us, or to draw theſe Ob- 
ſervations from them in general Terms, if they 
might not be applied to the ſeveral Occalions and 
Exigencies of the Chriſtian Church, and to the 
Occaſions and Exigeneies of the preſent Times as 
well as others. 


FROM this State of the Caſe we can do no leſs 
than infer, that a great deal muſt depend, at 400 
Times, upon the Care and Conduct of thoſe to 
whom the InftruQtion and Overſight of the Church 
of Chriſt is committed; and that we in particular, 
who are called to the Mert of the Miniſiry, have 
juſt ſo much of this Evil to anſwer for, as ſhall 
be found to have fallen out, or to have increaſed, 
thro* our Sloth and Negligence, or for want of 
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applying to it, within our ſeveral Provinces, the 


ſeaſonable Correctives of the Goſpel. 


Ir appears, by the Accounts we have in the 
Apoſtolical Hiſtory and Epiſtles, that all theſe 
DefeCtions from the Faith, and this Corruption of 
Manners, which threatened the Chriſtian Church 
from Time to Time, were to be brought upon it 
by the Craft and Aſſiduity of falſe Teachers of one 
Sort or other: And the ordinary Means preſcribed 
to prevent, correct or qualify their pernicious In- 


fuence, are no other than the contrary Pains and 
Vigilance of faithful and true n, 


WHENEVER theſe Warnings are given, they are 
always attended with earneſt Exhortations to the 
Miniftry to take heed to Themſelves, and to all the 
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them 
Overſeers *.——T 3 look diligently left any Man fail of 
the Grace of Gop : lefi any Root of Bitterneſs 
ſpringing up, trouble them, and thereby many be de- 
filed *. Which laſt Text allows me to remark, 
that Errors in Docirinal Points were not the on/y 
Objects of this diligent Inſpection. The Moral 
Practice and Principles of the People came alfo 
within the Charge; for thus the Apoſtle goes on, 
Left there be amongſt you any Fornicator or pro- 
Fane Perſon as Es A: that is to ſay, any Per- 
ſon who, through a libertine or a ſecular Spirit, 
ſhall be found to undervalue or ſet at nought his 
Chriſtian Privileges and Obligations. 


| In Conſequence of theſe Cautions, Miniſters 
are required to be continually upon their Guard; 


and 
= Ads XX. 28.— Heb, xi, 15, 16. 
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and to adapt their Labours and Circumſpection to 


the ſeveral Demands of the Churches under their 
Care ; that is, to the Nature and Degree of the 
Evils which either actually do, or are likely to in- 
feſt them at different Seaſons. 


Every Age fince that of the Apoſtles, has 
been marked (amongſt other Diſtinctions) with 
ſome religious Peculiarity ; unfavourable, for the 
moſt Part, to the real Intereſts and happy Progreſs 
of true Chriſtianity. What Figures good or bad 
Teachers have made on theſe ſeveral Occaſions, 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory has competently informed 
us. Nor have we any Method left of making a 
tolerable Eſtimate how much the Deſign of the 
Goſpel has been advanced or retarded at particu- 


lar Seaſons, but by taking an Account of the Con- 
duct, Characters and prevailing Tempers of the 


Churchmen of thoſe Times, from their contem- 
porary Writers, 


As this has been the State of Religion in every 
other Chriſtian Country under the Sun, it is nei- 
ther ſtrange nor particularly opprobrious that our 
own Nation affords no Exception to it. Nor in- 
deed can it be concealed from any one who ex- 
amines our Church Hillory, that the foregoing 
Obſervations have been exemplified among our- 
ſelves, by a Series of Facts, which no good Man 
will contemplate with any Pleaſure, 


WHAT may be fixed upon for the religious 


- Characteriſtic of the preſent Times, would be 
hard to ſay. It is certainly not /o much what it 


bas been in ſome other Periods, viz, an inconſi- 
derate 
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derate Zeal for particular (and often inſignificant) 
Opinions. And it might well be cfteemed an 
hopeful Indication of our preſent Improvements in 
religious Knowledge that this troubleſome Humor 
of intemperate Diſputation is wearing away, if it 
were likely to be ſucceded by any thing better. 


PRoBABLY when our Poſterity come to collect 
the Character of the preſent Age, from ſo much 
of our Hiſtory and Literature as ſhall go down to 
them, they may conclude, that being fatigued and | 
ſurfeited with contending for ſmaller Matters in 
Religion, we came at length into a Diſregard and 
Indifference for every thing that has any Connexion 
with it; not excepting the moſt important Ends 
and Uſes of the Chriſtian Calling. 


So, if I miſtake not, are we repreſented by 
ſome of our Contemporaries, who ſhould ſcem 
neither to want Opportunities of being well in- | 
formed, nor Judgment to apply their Information 
with Pertinence and Propriety. | 


In a Propoſal for the Employment and Reſor- 
mation of the Poor, which was before the Public 
the laſt Winter », it is laid down as an evident 
Truth, „That the Wickedneſs of the preſent 
Poor of our Nation who are grown up, is ar- 

. e rived at that enormous Height, that it is too 
late to reclaim them from their vicious Habits.” 
Accordingly there is, in this Plan, no Expedient 
recommended for that Purpoſe. Inſtead of that, | 
the Neceſſity of taking farther Care about theſe | 
EO Mi- 
w Exhibited in a ſingle Sheet, intitled, A Propoſal for the Em- 

Ponent of the Poor, and the Amendment of their Morals, 
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Miſerables, is thought to be ſuperſeded by em- 


ploying and inſtructing their Offspring ; whillt the 


Elder Sort are left to die away one way or 
other by Degrees: that is to ſay, to dic away , 
and of Courſe, great Numbers of * by their 
Wickednels. 


Ho w. the Conſideration of this Matter ſhauld af- 
fect thoſe to whom the Reſtraint of Vice and Im- 
morality belongs in a civil Capacity, it is not my 
preſent Buſineſs to remark. This I am ſure of, 
that, if the Fa& be really thus, it is enough to give 
the Heart-ake to every ſerious Miniſter of the G 
pel ;— of that Goſpel, whoſe bleſſed and beneficent 
Author gloried in preaching it to the Poor, and ap- 
pealed to that very Circumſtance, as a Token of 
his Divine Miſſion. 


SHALL we ſay that this was all Pretence, and 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt is not calculated to work 
Repentance in the vicious Poor ? Or may it be 
that Length of Time, and a Number of Years 
have abated its natural Force? Or, laſtly, are the 
preſent Preachers of the Goſpel diſpenſed with 


from applying it ta this gracious Purpoſe ? 


Permit me, Reverend Brethren, to point out 
to you one or two of the moſt obvious of the ma- 


ny Reflexions which ariſe on the Face of this Ac- 


count. 


| Firsr of all it may be demanded, How came 


the Poor into theſe deſperate and incorrigible Cir- 


cumitances ? Every poor Man is a Pariſhioner 
ſomewhere ; And every Pariſh is ſuppoſed to have 
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a Miniſter, ſufficiently furniſhed with the ordinary 
Means of Chriſtian Inſtruction and Edification, 
and under a Variety of Obligations faithfully to 
diſpenſe and apply them. And though it may 
be allowed that ſome Abatements are to be made 
in this Suppoſition, on account of thoſe unavoidable 
Defects which are incident to the moſt perfect of 
human Eſtabliſhments, yet wretched is our Con- 
dition indeed, if theſe Abatements are either ſo 
many, or ſo conſiderable, as to oblige us to leave ſuch 
Numbers of our Flock without the Proſpect of any 
Benefit from the Chriſtian Religion. And ſuch, 
you all know, is really the Caſe of every abandon- 
ed and incorrigible Sinner ! 


Ix the next Place, the Poor are, the very moſt 
of them, always in the Dependance, or under the 
Influence, of People in higher Claſſes of Life. 
The Vices of the Times ſeldom take their Riſe, 
and can never ſpread very far among the Poor, 
without ſome Infection communicated by the Ranks 
above them, Theſe again derive the Mode from 
their Betters : Nor is it poſſible to account for a 
chronical Diſtemper in the Extremities, without 
tracing it upwards to ſome of the nobler Parts. 
Here then, ſo far as this Caſe concerns the Clergy 
as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and accountable for its 
want of Succeſs in their particular Provinces, the 
Charge which begins at the Pzer, ends, you ſee, 
among ethers who are not ſuſpected to be out of 
the Reach of our ordinary Miniſtrations. 


No Part of this Evil, indeed, is brought home 
to the Clergy in the Paper I have mentioned; but 


let us not imagine that vnc of it will be placed to 
| | our 
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our Account. And, to ſpeak my Mind freely, to 


our Account, I fear, will ſome of it be found ta 
belong. 


STRICTLY ſpeaking no Man ſhould be called 


remiſs, becauſe no Man can be called to Account 


for Remi/ſneſs, who, in the Diſcharge of any Of- 
fice, docs all that the Law of his Country re- 
quires of him: And, for ought I know, in the 
Eye of the Law, interpreted by approved Cuſtom, 
no Body of Men are more likely to be acquitted 
than the Engliſh Clergy. But give me leave to re- 


mark, that human Laws and popular Cuſtoms are 


but a Part of the Rule of an Englih Clergy 3 
where the Reſt of it is to be found, I need not 
mention, 


Ler us then, if you pleaſe, conſider this profli- 
gate Indifference for Religion as a new Incident in 
the Church, for which we have no eſpecial Direc- 
tions in our Canon of Diſcipline, What is to be 
done? Plainly what the nature of the Caſe de- 
mands, and the Scriptures preſcribe ; namely, to 
double our Diligence and Watchfulneſs ; to try 
vt. Paul's Method once more of being infant in 
ſeaſan and out of ſeaſon ; ceaſing not to warn every 
one Night and Day with that Meaſure of Zeal and 
Earneſtneſs, which the Importance of the Buſineſs 


and our own Intereſt in the Succeſs of it undeni- 


ably require, 


Many fplenetic things are crudely thrown out 


_ againſt the whole Body of the Clergy, which the 


Revilers themſelves are well convinced not a twen- 
tieth Part of them deſerve, Of theſe Inſults I 
| : B 2 mako 
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make not the leaſt Account. But, I an afraid, 
It will not follow, that, becauſe many things ſaid 
or written to our Diſadvantage, are falſe, (candal- 
ous or invidious, every thing is ſo. We have 
ſometimes heard of our Faults from ſome of our 
Friends, with more Temper and better Deſigns : 


And to theſe if we de not liſten, we are hardly jutt 


to our Selves. 


Wirz this previous Intimation, I ſhall take it 


for granted that I do not, becauſe I am ſure no Man 


ſhould venture any thing in talking upon this Sub- 
ject in the Words of ſo complete a Maſter of it 
as the incomparable Biſhop Burnet ; who in the 
Concluſion of his laſt Hiſtory (which he calls his 


Te/tament, or his dying Speech ) has the following 
Paſlage : 


* have lamented, during my whole Life, that 
* I ſaw ſo little true Zeal among our Clergy; I 
* ſaw much of it in the Clergy of the Church of 
& Rome, tho' it is both ill directed and ill con- 
<« ducted : I ſaw much Zeal likewiſe throughout 
the foreign [Proteſtant] Churches: The Diſ- 
« ſenters have a great deal among them: But I 
* muſt own, that the main Body of our Clergy 
© has always appeared dead and lifeleſs to me; 
* and inſtead of animating one another, they ſeem 
rather to lay one another aſleep. Without a 
*© vihble Alteration in this, you [ſpeaking to the 
„ Clergy of the Church of England] will fall un- 
dor an Univerſal Contempt, and loſe both the 
Credit and Fruits of your Miniſtry.” * 


Tals 
b Hiſtory of bis exon Times, Vol. II. page 638. 
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Tuts is not the only Admonition of its Kind, 
which this good Biſhop has leſt behind him. Nor 
would it be difficult to refer to ſome very recent 
Performances where his Obſervations are repeated, 
with the Addition of ſome others not ſo tenderly 
expreſſed. But I forbear; and the Mention I 
make of this is only for the Sake of Suggeſting that 
theſe late Writers (ſome of them faſt Friends to 
the Church of England and its Miniſters) having 
taken more than one Occaſion to remind us of 
theſe Things, it ſhould ſeem that the Alteration 
ſpoken of, and recommended as above, is not yet 
become very v1/ible. 


Ix all this, indeed, the Clergy want not Apo- 
logies, nor reſpectable Advocates to plead them. 


PARTICULAR Situations may demand large Al- 
lowances ; and ſome Exception there muſt be to 
any Rule, be it ever ſo general. What ſeems to 
be moſt conſiderable, and is often alledged in A- 
batement of Men's Expectations from our Function 
is, "That the diſorderly, or even the unedifying 
Life of a leading Man, with an Eſtate of ſour or 
five hundred Pounds a Year, will effectually de- 
feat the Care and Labours of the moſt pious and 


painful Pariſh-Miniſter that ever lived.” 


To this every Man muſt ſpeak as he has Expe- 
rience, and I have none of that Kind. Undoubtedly 
a bad Example joined to a great Fortune mult do 
harm ; but hardly ſo much harm as is here ſuggeſt- 
ed. The Influence of a prudent and truly con- 
ſcientious Clergymen in any Situation, _— 
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be computed by a few Suppoſitions. Nor is 
there a Want of Precedents upon Record, where 
2 fteady Conduct, an amiable Temper, and an 
unwearied Induſtry in the Diſcharge of the Mini- 
ſerial Calling, have been a full Balance for very 
licentious Examples, even when recommended by 
the prevailing Weight of much Opulence and Au- 
a. 


So far as my own Obſervation has reached, I 
ſhould be inclined to apprehend more Danger from 
ſome Kinds and Degrees of Compliance with the 
Humors and Manners of Men of Fortune, into 
which Churchmen (as well as other Men) may 
be drawn on different Occaſions and Conſidera- 
tions, without foreſeeing, {perhaps becauſe with- 
out reflecting on) the very inconvenient Conſe- 
quences to Religion which ſeldom fail to attend 
Ingagements of that Sort, 


FarivoLous Pleaſures and Amuſements are, 


more than ever, the "Taſte of the preſent Age. 
We ſcem to be got into a Way of calling all Kinds 
and Degrees of them innocent which are not openly 
ſcandalous or TY wicked, the rather, per- 
haps, 

2 This Caſe is fo wel! explained and illuſtrated ia the Life of 
Bernard Gilpin, lately publiſhed by a Gentleman who appears to in- 
herit the Virtue as well as the Name of that venerable Man, that 
to pats by without refering to it on this fair Occaſion given, would 
zock like an Inftance of that Indifference with which, as ſome 


Feople complain, all Attempts to recall us to the Principles of our 


firſt Reformers are now treated, If indeed we have not departed 
from theſe Principles, all Inſinuations to the contrary eught to be 
fo treated, But in the mean Time it may be worth the while to 
inquire into the Matter of Fact; of which the Performance I have 
mentioned, and defire to 8 may perhaps in ſome Male, 
inable us to judge, 
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haps, becauſe they are frivolous. And to (eu- 
plain myſelf by an Inſtance) few, we may ſuppole, 
even of the Clergy, will think of apologizing now 
a-days for © ſpending ſome Portions of their Time 
* ſuitably to the Taſte and Temptations of the 
Country, in Cards at home and Sports abroad,” 
as a late Divine, whoſe elegant Language I am 
borrowing, has ſaid, with his uſual Frankneſs, he 
ſpent a Part of H. 


Bor for all that, the Miniſter of Gop's Word, 


and the Man of Pleaſure are two different Charac- 
ters. They may be pretended to, but will never 
both be found complete in one and the ſame Man, 
And whoever affects to reconcile them in the 
Courſe of his Practice, will hardly avoid many 
Inconſiſtencies, which the pooreſt Labourer in 
the Pariſh may have common Senſe enough to re- 
mark. | 


Is nothing then to be indulged in theſe Articles 
of Pleaſure and Tais; If any thing, What, 


and 

2 The Words are Dr, Miotrrros's in a Letter to Mr. War- 
BURTON. Miſcels, Tratts, page 471. Some People, I knows 
wiſh this ingenious Gentleman had ſpent more of his Time in Cards 
and Sports, But others may be met with who do not agree with 
them. Not that theſe are equally edified by all the Productions of 
this agreeable Writer: But becauſe of cue eminent Charactetiſtic 


of our Saviour's Divine Miſſion, viz. *OyJog NN -r 


di &TOM4AUEYD THY © ν⁰ðSiHα⁰ͤAανν peels 
| Luke il. 34, 35. ——© Let us, ſay they, prove all things by the 
« Goſpel of Chriſt, and reject whatſoever will not abide that Teſt 5 


46 but let us by no Means be diſpleafed that it is uttered or comes 


«« abroad, There are a Multitude of Paſſages in the New Tefta- 
ment which ought. to convince us, that the Occaſions given by 
4 the Goſpel of manifefting the Reaſonings of Men's Hearts, are at 
ec pyeſent for it's Honour and Credit, and will be, in the — 
« for its Intereſt and Advancement.“ 
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and how much Particular Caſes I pretend not 
to determine for any Man but myſelf. But, ſup- 
poſe, before any Libertics of this Kind are taken, 
we ſhould each of us aſk himſelf, Is there nothing 
of the proper and peculiar Buſineſs of my Calling 
left undone ? Is this Sort of Recreation as rational 
and as ſuitable to my Character, as ſome other 
which would at once anſwer all the geed Ends I 
can propoſe by this, and Ends that are much better ? 
May not the Flock of which I have willingly taken 
the Overſ;oht * ſuffer, in ſome Degree, whilft I am 
purſuing my Pleaſures ? And will the Nature and 
Importance of theſe Avocations afford me a ſuf- 
ficient Juſtication for myſelf, or a tufficient Equi- 
valent for the Loſs ? Depend upon it, the Time 
will come when we ſhall all of us wiſh to have 
ſolid and ſatisfactory Anſwers ready for theſe in- 
tereſting Queſtions. 


WHAT is here remarked concerning che Diſſi- 
pation of Pleaſures and Diverſions, may be alſo 
underſtood of the Incumbrance of Secular Buſi- 
neſs, equally foreign, for the greater Part, to the | 
Paſtoral Vocation. I deny not that Clergymen 
may be uſeful in ſome of theſe Provinces ; but 
very ſeldom, I believe, as Clergymen. It is, to 
me at leaſt, a clear Caſe that the Studies and 
Maxims which qualifie Men for the Work of the 
Miniftry, and for civil Imployments, have very 
different Tendencies. There is, indeed, a Poſſi- 
bility that ſome' Sorts of Men in ſome Situations 
may be {ſerviceable both Ways. But We, my | 
Brethren, ſhould be very ſure of this before we | 
ingage, if it were only for the Sake of a Remark 

| of 


1 Peter v. 2. 
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of St. Paul's, viz. No Man that warreth intang- 
leth himſelf with the A Fairs of this Life, that he 
may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a Soldier. 
Which being recommended to the Notice of Ti- 
mothy o, is brought home to every Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, without the Aid of an elaborate Com- 
ment, | 


THE Aim of theſe Obſervations is that you 
may conſider, whether the World will think it 
rcaſonable, that we ſhould lay the Corruption of 
our People at the Doors of Men of er Views 
and ether Profeſſions, before we have fairly tried 
what would be the Conſequence of ſticking inva- 
riably, and without any unneceſſary Deviations, to 
our own ? The very beſt Apology for ourſelves 
that we can offer either to Gop or Man, is to 
make it. appear by our Studies, Labours, and Con- 
verſation, that we have done, and ſtill are doing 
every ching which, in our preſent Circumſtances» 
may be done, towards the Amendment and Edifica- 
tion of the People committed to our Care. After 
which, I, for my Part, cannot but hope we might 
depend upon as much Aſſiſtance and Incourage- 
ment from the better and wiſer Sort of the Laity, 


as would very conſiderably check the Contagion of 
the reſt. 


I $INCERELY wiſh, my reverend and much 
eſteemed Brethren, and, alas ! I can but wiſh, 
that theſe few Hints may diſpoſe you all ſeriouſly 
and deeply to reflect, how much the Credit and 
Influence of the Chriſtian Religion muſt depend, 

'C in 
b 4 Epiſtle, ii. 4. 
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in the preſent State of Things, upon the Inſtru- 
mentality of a Chriſtian Clergy. The Morals of 
our People are come to that Paſs, that all Men ſee, 
in one Light or other, the Neceſſity for a Refor- 
mation. Some Propoſals and Expedients for the 
Purpole, have been offered to the Public, and more, 
I ſuppoſe, may have been thought of. Few of 
theſe have have yet taken place ; nor probably 
will, with any great Effect, till they are introdu- 
ced by ſome previous Endeavours to revive the 
Spirit and Power of Godlineſs upon true Chriſtian 
Principles. 


Wi may, ifwe pleaſe, amuſe ourſelves with pro- 
jecting the Amendment of Mankind by Methods 
merely political ; but as it hath pleaſed Almighty 
Gop to project it before-hand, by the Means of a 
wiſe and gracious Diſpenſation in and by his beloved 
Son, we may reaſonably ſuſpect that He will give 
but little Succeſs to any particular Scheme of Refor- 
mation, where the Concurrence and Operation of 
his own are left out of the Account. And This 
being taken in for the Baſis, the firſt Queſtions 
will be, How the religious Means of edifying our 
People, which we have had in our Hands ſo long, 
have been diſpenſed and adminiſtred? By what 
they have been obſtructed ? And whether they 
are not capable of ſome farther Improvement? In 


none of which Inquiries are we of the Clergy un- 
concerned. 505 


PERhars this may appear to be ſomething 
more than Theory, when it is conſidered, how 


little our common People think themſelves obliged 


q 
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to be better than their Pariſh-Miniſter. It they 
have as much Religion as their appointed Paſtor, in 
any Senſe, they are well contented. And when 
to this we add our farther Experience how ready 
and willing People of all Sorts are to diſculpate 
themſelves at the Expence of the Clergy ; it will 
help us to conceive how unready and unwilling 
Men of other Profeſſions will be, to ſtir a Foot. 
or lend a Hand, to redreſs one Enormity among 
themſely es, whilft they have the leaſt Pretence to 
apply the Proverb, Phyſician heal thyſelf. 


IT is not only lawful, but highly expedient both 
for ſingle Perſons and collective Bodies to ſtand 
upon their Integrity, and to maintain their Repu- 
tation when called to their Defence by falſe and 
petulant Accuſations : And (fo much depending 
upon their Eſtimation) it is more eſpecially neceſ- 
ſary for the Clergy. 


Bur affuredly, my Brethren, this is no Time 
for us to lay one another aſſeep by mutual Compli- 
ments and Congratulations, as if all was order] 
and edifying among us. T'heſe are but Preſump- 
tions, which, I am afraid, will have no Currency 
beyond our own Fraternity, till we can make it 
appear, either that the Frocieney of our People 
under our reſpective Miniſtbrs is what it ſhould 
be, or that it falls ſhort through no Fault of ours. 


However it comes to paſs, our common People 
are amazingly ignorant of the plaineſt Principles 
and Obligations of Chriſtianity ; which, among 
other Evils, affords great Temptation to Seducers 
7 \ ol 


| 
ö * 
| 
| 


22 
of all Kinds to practiſe upon them; and to none 
more than Popiſh Prieſts, who are moſt unhap- 
pily dextrous at finding out and plying the weak 
and wicked Sides of Human Nature ; and com- 
monly bring with them, from the Seminaries 


abroad, large Portions of that kind of biggotted 


Zeal in which the worthy Prelate above-cited al- 
lows them to abound ; moſt wretchedly directed, 
indeed, in this Kingdom, to corrupt the beſt of 
Religions by Superſtition and Idolatry, and to di- 
ſturb the beſt of Princes by Sedition and Rebellion. 


Have we, then, no eſpecial Directions from 
the Church to inſtruc the Ignorant ? That can be 
pretended by none of us who will recollect his Sti- 
pulations with the Church, and by what Injunc- 
tions theſe arc explained. The Buſineſs of Cate- 
chiſeng is bound upon us both by our Rubrics 
and Canons. There is indeed, a ſmall Variation 
in the Directions they give ® ; and the Directions 
in lath might, perhaps, be better expreſſed: But 
ſill, whoever ſhall think fit to limit his Obliga- 
tions, under theſe Rules, to hearing the Church- 
Catechiſm repeated by Rote, and that only for five 
or fix Sundays in Leni, maſt put a Gloſs upon the 
Text which cannot be juſtified. 


| Hexce ariſes a Surmiſe that if the ſingle Duty 
of Catechiſing was but duly and diligently diſ- 


charged, there would be a greater meaſure of Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge preſerved among our inferior 


People, 


b The Canon favs the Miniſter ſnal! catechiſe before, the Rubric 
after, the ſccond Len ar Evening raver. Ulcers are ale ſome 
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People, and much of this reproachful Ignorance 
happily and ſeaſonably prevented. If a Man has 
any good Principles to begin with, He will be in- 
clined to doubt, and perhaps to examine, when 
he meets with any thing that ſounds another way; 
If he has none, where is the Wonder that he picks 


up the firſt Nonſenſe he hears, come from whom 
it will, 


Ir has indeed been obſerved, that, conſidering 
how much the diligent Pariſh-Minifter is ingaged 
in Duties of another Sort, little can be expected 
from him in the Article of Catechiſing, unleſs Pa- 
rents and Schoolmaſters will do their Parts too; 
and there is, no doubt, ſome Truth in the Obſer- 
vation. But it is to be feared that, except the 
Miniſter lead the Way, and ſhew ſome Concern, 
both by his Exhortation and Example, to have the 
Duty effetualily performed, neither Parents nor 
Schoolmaſters (a, the World gods now) will form 
any high or warm Conceptions of the Importance 
of it, and will be accordingly remiſs in the Prac- 
uce. 


Ir any Doubts ariſe concerning the preciſe Ex- 


tent of this or any other of our Miniſterial Offices, 


let the general Senſe of our Church determine for 
us; which on this Occation is well worth re- 
peating. 


„ SEEING ye cannot by any other Means com- 
ce pal; h weighty a Work pertaining to the Salva- 
d tion of Man, but with Doctrine and Exhorta- 
ce tion tas en wut of the Ho, Scriptures, and with 
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A Life agreeable to the ſame, conſider how ſtu- 
ec dious you ought to be in reading and learning 
e the Scriptures, and in framing the Manners 
& both of your Selves and of them that eſpecially 
« pertain unto you, according to the Rule of the 
cc {ame Scriptures ; and for this ſelf ſame Cauſe 
© how ye ought to forlake and ſet aſide (as much 
e as ye may) all worldly Cares and Studies.“ 


Framing the Manners of our People by Doctrine 
and Exhortation taken out of the holy Scriptures, 
brings to mind another ſort of public Inſtruction, 
that of the Pulpit ; of which we have many excel- 
lent Patterns in the Diſcourſes of our Divines, eſpe- 
cially of the 44% Age. Some wiſe and good Men 
have made it a queſtion whether our deviating 
from theſe (as, it ſeems, we are thought to have 
done) is any Proof of our Improvement in this im- 
portant Branch of the Paſtoral Function. Inſtead 
of preſuming to judge in ſo critical a Caſe, I will 
only venture to put a Queſtion or two of my own, 
viz. Whether (the End of Preaching conſidered, 
as above laid down) it is worth any Man's while to 
entertain a common Audience upon any Subject 
which will not admit of clear and intelligible Illu- 
ſtration from the Word of God—intelligible to the 
meaneſt Hearec in the Place? And whether any 
Subjects are ſuch, but thoſe plain and practical 
ones, where the great Streſs is laid in the Scrip- 
tures ? . 


Iost confeſs I am utterly unable to conceive 
how Preaching ſhould come under the Notion of 
an 


Ordination Office for Priefts, 
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an Art, not only becauſe the inticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdem, are diſclaimed by St. Paul; But 
upon account of one principal Ingredient which no 
Art can procure. Preaching is a Buſineſs in which 
no Man will ever have Succeſs, properly fo called, 
who has not both the temporal and eternal Wel- 
fare of all Men /incerely at Heart; and a Heart ſo 
diſpoſed will ſuffer no Man to content himſelf with 
the meagre Credit of an accurate or an entertain- 
ing Compoſition, and much Jeſs to loſe Sight of the 
main End of the Ordinance, for the Sake of diſ- 
playing his Reading, his Logic, or his Oratory. 


I MEDDLE not here with one Part of our evil 
Caſe, The Progreſs of Infidelity, becauſe I am not 
ſure whether we may not have been too complai- 
ſant already in arguing with its Advocates upon 
Principles (as common to both Parties) which, ſo 
far as I could ever diſcern, they could not have 
come at, but by the Way of our Conceſhons. Be 
that as it may; Methinks the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour ſhould not, at this Time of the Day, 
want ſo much proving by artihcial and ſcientific 
Reaſonings, as adorning, by a ſtrict Conformity 
to it in all Things. Bring this about if you can; 
and reſt aſſured that from thenceforward the Prin- 
ciples and Power of mere Natural Religion will 
ſoon be found too looſe and weak for any Purpoſes 
either of preſent or future Felicity. 


One Word more, Reverend Brethren, and ] 

have done. It ſhould never be forgot by us, 
that the great Aim of the Goſpel of Chriſt is to 
rent a right Spirit within us, to diſpoſe the 


Heart 
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Heart of every Man to humble Obedience to the 
whole Will of Gop; to unſpotted Holineſs and 
Integrity in his perſonal Demeanour; and to a 
warm, active and diſintereſted Benevolence for the 
whole Race of Mankind. In this View, the De- 
ſign, and Compaſs of the Chriſtian Religion goes far 
beyond the Ends and Uſes of fixing the preciſe 
Meaning of particular Points of Doctrine, which 
are not ſo explicit in the written Word, as well as 
particular Circumſtances in religious Worſhip. 
Faith in Gop and in Jeſus Chrijt whom he hath 
ſent, are indiſpenſibly required in the Goſpel, and 
required in the plaineſt and moſt expreſs "T'erms ; 
but at the fame time without any Subtle or Scho- 
laſtic Definitions. And concerning Modes of 
Worſhip, very little more is preſcribed, than that 
all things ſhould be done decently and in Order, and 
to the great and important Us of edifying; Which, 
as our own Church well obſerves, may be different 
in d:fferent Countries; and why may we not add, 
with reſpect to different Men in the ſame Country? 


Ir is too plain to be denied, that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and his Apoftles after him, left the Terms 
ol Chriſtian Communion remarkably large and 
comprehenſive ; and no wonder; The Diſpenſa- 
tion of Chriſt was intended to reform and to fave, 
and by conſequence the Church of Chriſt to tate 
in, Men of all Countries and of all Ranks and 
Degrees, with 4% their ſeveral Capacities, and 
with-/o many of their Habits, Qualifications, Di- 
ſtinctions and Peculizrities about them, as were no 
Chſtructions to true Piety and true nn 

And 
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And, perhaps, if nine in every ten of the Objects 
of religious Difference, which have rent the 
Church, and thereby Rop'd the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, were fairly and candidly exa- 
mined, they would be found, in reality, of no 
more Importance to true Chriſtian Faith and Ho- 


lineſs, than ſo many popular Faſhians of different 
Countries. 


Tus Spirit which {till animates the Popiſh 
Church, early began the woful Tyranny of bind- 
ing human Doctrines and Commandments upon 
the Conſciences of Chriſtian Men; and wherever 
the be/t of theſe afford matter of dowbtfull Diſpu. 
tation, and are inſiſted on fo as to become grievons 
to ingenuous Minds, there we have reaſon to be- 
ware, left ſome Portions, more or leſs, of the 
fame Spirit ſhould mix with our Eftimation of 
them, and degrade them into the Rank of * 
which ediſ not. 


Ir was a great Diſadvantage to the Reforma- 
tion, that the ſeveral Churches of Europe, which 
ſeparated from the Roman, and had been, in one 
common Bondage, galled by her Yoke, ſhould 
not come into a better Temper one with another, 
concerning ſome Particulars of the very ſame Sort, 
and of very little more Signiticance than what they 
had renounced. And ſtrange beyond Example 
it is, that ſome of the beſt and wiſeſt of the Men 
who firſt preſided in thoſe Churches, ſhould ever 
think of placing the Notion of Sch in Circum- 
ſtances ſo very like thoſe to which they owed their 
own Chriſtian Liberty, 
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Tunis Miſtake at firſt ſeparated, and ſtill keeps 
the Proteſtant Churches aſunder, to the great, but 
very undeſerved Scandal of the true genuine Goſpel 
of Chriſt. What ſhould unite us every ſerious and 
reaſonable Man clearly ſees, and without Diffi- 
culty confeſſes ; even nothing elſe but our common 
and avowed Principles of abiding by the written 
Word of Gop in all Things. What will do it, 
prejudiced as moſt Men are by long Uſe and Ha- 


bit in favour of their own Syſtems, is paſt human 
Skill to foreſee. 


In the mean time, Occaſions are taken of impu- 
ting to the Clergy all the Miſchiefs that ariſe from 
this Diſunion ; no doubt from an Obſervation that 


Churchmen, of ſeveral] Denominations, have ap- 


peared the firſt and forwardeſt in moſt of the reli- 
gious Controverſies on foot in modern as well as 
in more early Times: and too often with a Spleen 
and Bitterneſs which no Cauſe will juſtifie ; none, 
I mean, which is any way connected with our 
Obligations to that Lord who hath injoyned that 


his Servants fhould net ſtriue but be gentle towards 
all Hen. 


Tr1s evil Spirit is now indeed thought to be 


dying away, for want of that kindly Nouriſhment 


it has met with heretofore ; which, we may hope, 
will henceforward be better beſtowed on a Diſpo- 
ſition to examine Theological Subjects with more 


Calmneſs and Candor, as well as with more Ac- 


cCuracy. 


Bur ſo it is, that prejudices which have long 
ſtuck to any . Character, are apt to live a 


eat 
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great while after the Accidents which gave Birth 
to them have diſappeared : And every Churchman 


may expect that this Reproach of Clerical Fro- 


wardneſs will ftill incounter him, whenever his 
Zeal and Impatience appear to be more than the 


Importance of the Cauſe which blows them up will 
reaſonably account for. 


Ir is honeſtly confeſſed by our Selves that all 
particular Churches may, and that the moſt emi- 
'nent of them have erred ; and no capable Exami- 
ner can honeſtly deny that there are and have been 
ſome Blemiſhes in them all: And, what is remark- 
able, every particular Church diſcovers theſe Ble- 
miſhes of her Neighbour to lye in thoſe very Cir- 
cumſtances which give Occaſion to the other to 
magnify and arm its Self againſt her. How often 
has the true Spirit and Power of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion waxed faint under the Incumbrance of this 
heavy Armour ? How mult its Progreſs to the Ends 
of the Earth have been retarded, by giving to the 
ruder Part of Mankind no other Idea of it than 
what was taken from the peculiar Modes and Te- 
nets of {ome particular Communion, ſo hard to 


be underſtood even ſometimes by the Learned 
themſelves? 


TatsEt Things, Reverend Brethren, are wor- 
thy of our moſt ſerious Conſideration, Circum- 
ſtances in Religion which grew at firſt out of Oc- 
caſions and Exigencies no longer in Being, are 
very apt to diſcredit as well as to inflame the Zeal 
of thoſe who lay too much Streſs upon them. 
And though it is very true that Societies and Com- 
munities, as ſuch, are diſtinguiſhed by nothing 
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more than their religious Singularities; yet take 
the Individuals that belong to them out of their 
occaſtonal Connexions with their reſpective Bodies, 
and how little diſcoverable is the Effect which their 
fpeculative Notions and peculiar Conceits have in 
their moral Demeanour? 


THe Faith working by Love of the Goſpel, 
marks Mankind with more viſible and leis tranſient 
Characters. By theſe ſhall all Men knmy that we 
are the Diſciples of CnLsSTH S. Make this Fuith 
and Love the Object of your Study, and the Rule 
of your Practice, and then contend as carngſily for 


them as you pleaſe, 


Tue Faith and Duties of the Goſpel are ſo plain 
in Matters neceſſary to Salvation, (that is, in the 
grand Articles of our ſuture Account) that all Men 
of common Senſe, who can be brought to conſider 
them ſeriouſly, muſt have nearly the ſame Senti- 
ments about them. To what purpoſe, then, are 
vehement Contentions about any thing beſides ? 
Even none at all, but to leſſen our Eſtimation 
among the moſt judicious of our Friends, and the 
moſt crafty of our Adverſaries, and to prevent, 
or at leaſt greatly impair our Inſtrumentality in 
reconciling Men to Gop upon the indiſpenſible 


Terms of Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. 


Fix ALL, Reverend Brethren, let us, as we 
ere exhorted in ſome excellent Words of our own 


Church, © continually pray to Gop the Father, 


$6 by the ASSES of our only Saviour JEs1us 


CHRIST, 


Cal. v. 6 Fobr, xill, 25. 


K 


$ 

| 1 « Cxr15T, for. the neavenly Afiſtance of the 

0 « HoLy Grosr, that by daily reading and weigh- "1 
; ing of the Scriptures, we may wax riper and 4 


1 « fronger in our Miniſtry,“ that is to ſay, that 

we may have our Diſpoſitions, as well as our Ca- 

| | pacities, more and more inlarged and improved by 

frequent Contemplations on the noble and benevo- | 

| lent Deſign of Chriſtianity ; that we may be every | 
Day more mindfull of, and more affected with the . 
peculiar Obligations of our Calling; and, in Pro- 

portion to this Attention and theſe Impreſſions, 

become more ſollicitous and more diſcerning how | 
we may beſt direct our Studies and our Labours X "a | 
to the great End of bing our Selves and thoſe that 4 | 
hear us; in Compariſon of which all other Ends of 
| our Miniſtry are leſs than Nothing. 
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